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Abstract

This paper presents a comparative linguacultural analysis of the
foundational concept’s "nation" (nation / millat) and "individual" (individual,
personality / shaxs) within the English and Uzbek linguistic worldviews. The
relevance of this study stems from the necessity to examine the mental
constants of structurally diverse languages in the context of intercultural
communication. The methodology relies on conceptual and definitional
analysis, alongside the linguistic description of frame structures. As a result
of the research, the authors explicate both universal (isomorphic) and
ethno-specific (differential) semes. It is established that the English
linguaculture demonstrates a pronounced egocentric (individualistic)
dominant, where the concept of the "individual" takes precedence over
supra-individual structures. Conversely, in the Uzbek linguistic worldview,
the concepts of "nation" and "individual" exist in a relationship of synergetic
paternalism, wherein the value of the individual is actualized through
service to the community.
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1. Introduction

Relevance of the research: The contemporary linguistic paradigm is
characterized by an anthropocentric vector, shifting the analytical
focus toward the "language—culture—human" triad. The concepts
"nation" and "individual" belong to the category of fundamental
linguacultural constants that construct the value-normative coordinate
system of any ethnic group. A comparative study of these concepts
using data from English (Germanic branch) and Uzbek (Turkic branch)
allows us to trace the specific representations of the categories "I" and
"We" within diametrically opposed cultural codes: Western
(individualistic) and Eastern (collectivist).
Literature review: The problems surrounding the conceptualization of
the macro- and micro-world of the individual have been widely
investigated in the works of scholars such as Yu. D. Apresyan, N. D.
Arutyunova, and V. A. Maslova, as well as in the studies of Uzbek
linguists including A. Nurmonov, N. Mahmudov, and Sh. Safarov.
However, despite the abundance of literature in linguacultural studies,
a systematic comparison of the concepts "nation" and "individual" as
an interdependent opposition in English and Uzbek discourses has not
previously been the subject of a comprehensive, integrated
monographic description.
Research objective: To identify the invariant (universal) and variant
(nationally specific) attributes of the concepts "nation" and "individual"
within the English and Uzbek linguacultures.
Research tasks:

1. Conduct a definitional analysis of the lexemes representing the

studied concepts in lexicographical sources.
2. Explicate the paremiological and phraseological corpora of both
languages to reveal the evaluative/value layer of the concepts.
3. Construct a comparative matrix of linguacultural attributes.

2. Methods

The empirical data for this study were compiled from explanatory,

phraseological, and paremiological dictionaries of the English and Uzbek
languages (Oxford English Dictionary, O‘zbek tilining izohli lug‘ati), alongside
textual corpora (the British National Corpus and the National Corpus of the
Uzbek Language). The total volume of analyzed units comprised over 300
lexical, phraseological, and paremiological informants.

The study employed an integrated set of methods:
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Definitional analysis (to establish the nuclear meanings of the
concepts);

Conceptual analysis based on V. |. Karasik's methodology
(distinguishing the conceptual, figurative, and value-orientated
components);

The Comparative-Contrastive method (to identify isomorphism and
allomorphism across the linguistic systems).

3. Results

The investigation established that the semantic composition of the core

and periphery of the studied concepts exhibits deep divergences shaped by

the d

istinct historical trajectories of both societies.

A. The concept of "Nation" (Nation / Millat)

In the English language: The lexeme nation is etymologically bound
to the notions of statehood, sovereignty, and legal contracts. Its
nuclear semes are political entity, citizenship, and borders. The nation
here is perceived as a conglomerate of autonomous individuals unified
under the rule of law.

In the Uzbek language: The concept millat carries a distinct
ethnogenetic and spiritual connotation. At its core lie the semes qon-
qarindoshlik (blood kinship), til va din birligi (unity of language and
religion), and tarixiy xoftira (historical memory). Millat is conceptualized
as a macro-family.

B. The Concept of "Individual” (Individual, Personality / Shaxs)

In the English language: The concept individual represents personal
autonomy, the inviolability of private boundaries (privacy), self-
sufficiency, and personal success (the self-made person).

In the Uzbek language: The concept shaxs is inseparable from the
categories of jamoa (the collective), mahalla (the community), and oila
(the family). Individual traits are evaluated primarily through the prism
of social utility and societal respect (andisha—tactfulness/discretion,
or-nomus—honor, ogibat—loyalty to communal bonds).

The typological differences within the value component of these

concepts are synthesized in the table below:

Criterion for
Comparison

English Linguaculture |Uzbek Linguaculture

Dominant Egocentric  (Individual||Sociocentric (Society
Relationship $\rightarrow$ Society) |($\rightarrow$ Individual)
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Crlterlor.\ for English Linguaculture |[Uzbek Linguaculture
Comparison
Vector of the . Sacred, family-kinship,
" s m Legal, civic, consensual
Nation" Concept cultural
Marker of||Independence, self- (El::;lr o feas{qect I;L;rn:sz
Individual Success|reliance P 9¢, P
people)
. o High frequency of the||Prevalence of the collective
Linguistic : , , “io
. first-person singularffirst-person plural “Biz” (We)
Representation 1o .
pronoun “/ in discourse

4. Discussion

The paremiological corpora of both languages visually illustrate the
recorded divergences. English proverbs explicate the absolute autonomy of
the individual and a systemic skepticism toward excessive interference by
society or the state:

“Every man is the architect of his own fortune”,
“An Englishman’s house is his castle.”

In these units, the individual acts as a closed system, and their isolation

from macro-structures (the nation) is interpreted as a beneficial state.
In Uzbek paremiology, conversely, the concept shaxs (individual) is deprived
of ontological status and strength outside the concept millat / el (people,
nation). A person separated from their people is metaphorically perceived as
a dead or helpless entity:

“Er yigit elidan ayrilsa, o‘ladi, qulon toshidan ayrilsa, o‘ladi” (If a brave
young man separates from his people, he perishes; if a wild ass leaves its
rocks, it perishes);

“Ko'p ko'targan yuk yengil” (A load lifted by the community is light).

The seme “el-yurt” (homeland-people) serves as the baseline infrastructure
in the Uzbek language that legitimizes the existence of the individual.

This divergence is also evident on the syntactic level. Uzbek speech
etiquette is characterized by the use of polite formulas where the individual
"I" is deliberately downplayed (kamina, bandai ojiz—your humble servant),
yielding to the authority of collective opinion. In English discourse, the
grammatical capitalization of the pronoun “/” underlines the unshakeable
sovereignty of the individual.

5. Conclusion
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The comparative linguacultural analysis yields the following conclusions:

1

. The concepts "nation" and "individual" in the studied languages

possess an isomorphic conceptual baseline (both describe macro- and
micro-levels of human organization); however, their value-figurative
architecture is entirely allomorphic.

In the English linguistic consciousness, the nation is secondary to the
individual; it is understood as a legal space designed to protect
individual liberties. The concept of the "individual" remains
autonomous.

In the Uzbek linguistic consciousness, the concepts "nation" (millat)
and "individual" (shaxs) exist in a state of organic complementarity.
The individual realizes their full potential exclusively within national-
cultural and communal coordinates.

Prospects for further research lie in investigating the evolution and

transformation of these concepts within modern mass media and social
network discourses under the accelerating influence of globalization.
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